encourages osteopathic physicians, faculty members and students at colleges of osteopathic medicine, and others within the health care professions to submit comments related to articles published in the JAOA and the mission of the osteopathic medical profession. The JAOA's editors are particularly interested in letters that discuss recently published original research.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Response
To the Editor:
My colleagues and I thank Dr Noll 1 for taking the time, first, to read our original contribution 2 and, second, to compose such a constructively critical letter pointing out the weaknesses in our project and how potential future studies might be designed.
We freely admit that, despite positive and encouraging results, there were limitations to our study, namely the following:
■ Several osteopathic physicians (ie, DOs) and students performed osteopathic manipulative treatment (OMT) on our study's patients. We Is OMT overemphasized by the AOA?
Perhaps it is not emphasized enough.
Our duty as DOs is to help our patients realize their health potential, not simply to manage their diseases. This profession can end the decades-old debate about osteopathic distinctiveness if it will simply decide to follow a path that reminds us that our duty is to provide health care. 
